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Pennsylvania Democratic Party

Delegate Selection Education Program

2012 Democratic National Convention  - Summary of Plan
A. Selection of Delegates and Alternates

Pennsylvania will use a proportional representation system based on the results of the Primary apportioning its delegates to the 2012 Democratic National Convention. 

The “first determining step” of Pennsylvania’s delegate selection process will occur on April 24, 2012, with a Primary. 

1. Interested Democrats may obtain the statement of candidacy and pledge of support forms and filing instructions from State Party Committee Headquarters, in person, by mail, or from State Party’s web site at www.padems.com.  The pledge of support forms are due January, 25, 2012.

2. Presidential Campaign will determine their “slate” of candidates per congressional district and inform their candidates of their selection.

3. Those approved by the Presidential Campaign will receive delegate petitions to circulate and must obtain over 250 signatures and file with the Department of State by Feb, 14, 2012.

4. Primary election of delegates occurs on April 24, 2012.

Delegates and alternates will be selected as summarized on the following chart:

	Type
	Dele​gates
	Alter​nates
	Date of Selection
	Selecting Body 

	
	
	
	
	Filing Requirements and Deadlines

	District-Level Dele​gates 

District-Level Alternates
	153
	14
	4/25/12

4/25/12
	Selecting Body: Primary Election by State Law 

	
	
	
	
	Pledge of support filed with the State Party Chair by 11:00am, January 25, 2012.  Petitions to be filed with the Commonwealth Department of State by February 14, 2012.

	Unpledged Party Leader and Elected Official Delegates*
	25
	n/a
	n/a
	Automatic by virtue of respective public or Party office as provided in Rule 8.A. of the 2012 Delegate Selection Rules.

	Pledged Party Leaders and Elected Officials (PLEOs)
	24
	***
	6/9/12
	Selecting Body: Democratic State Committee

	
	
	
	
	Written statement of candidacy by June 6, 2012.

	At-Large Dele​gates 

At-Large Alternates
	51
	5
	6/9/12
6/9/12
	Selecting Body: Democratic State Committee

	
	
	
	
	Must file statement of candidacy and pledge of support form by June 6, 2012.

	TOTAL Delegates and Alternates


	253
	19
	
	


*
Unpledged Party Leader and Elected Official (PLEO) delegates includes the following categories, if applicable, who legally reside in the state: the Democratic National Committee Members, the Democratic President, the Democratic Vice President, all Democratic Members of Congress, the Democratic Governor, and any other Distinguished Party Leader as specified in Rule 9.A. of the 2012 Delegate Selection Rules. The exact number of Unpledged PLEO Delegates is subject to change due to possible deaths, resignations, elections or special elections.

ADVANCE \d7
ADVANCE \d7
***
Pledged Party Leader and Elected Official (PLEO) alternates are selected with the At-Large alternates. 

B.
Selection of Standing Committee Members (For the Credentials, Platform and Rules Committees)

Standing committee members will be selected by the state’s National Convention delegates as summarized below:

	Members Per Committee
	Total Members
	Selection Date
	Filing Requirements and Deadlines

	7
	21
	6/9/2012
	Elected by Convention Delegates


C.
Selection of Delegation Chair and Convention Pages

The Delegation Chair will be selected by the National Convention Delegates on June 9, 2012.

6 Convention Pages will be selected by the State Democratic Chair on June 9, 2012.

D.
Presidential Candidate Filing Deadline

A presidential candidate gains access to the Pennsylvania presidential preference primary ballot by filing with the Secretary of the Commonwealth on or before February 14, 2012 and paying a filing fee of $200.00. Approved petitions are available to presidential candidates from the Secretary of State, Room 210 North Office Building, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120. The petitions must contain 2,000 signatures of registered and enrolled members of the Pennsylvania Democratic Party (Rule 11.B. & 14.E.)
Presidential candidates must certify the name of their authorized representative(s) to the State Democratic Chair by January 9, 2012.

E.
Timetable

	Date
	Activity


	2011

	February 24
	Delegate Selection Affirmative Action Committee members are appointed by the State Chair. 

	March 30
	Affirmative Action Committee meets to draft proposed Delegate Selection and Affirmative Action Plans.

	March 30
	Proposed Delegate Selection and Affirmative Action Plans are tentatively approved for public comment by State Party Committee and plan is posted on www.padems.com

	March 31
	Public comments are solicited on the proposed Delegate Selection and Affirmative Action Plans. Press releases are mailed announcing the public comment period.

	April 29


	Period for public comment on state Plan is concluded at 8:00 pm. Responses are compiled for review by the State Party Committee.

	April 30
	State Party Committee reviews public comments and adopts revised Delegate Selection and Affirmative Action Plans for submission to DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee. Press releases are mailed announcing the approval of the Plan.

	May 2
	Delegate Selection and Affirmative Action Plans are forwarded to the DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee.

	September 16
	State Party begins implementation of the Affirmative Action Plan. Press kits, as described in the Affirmative Action Plan, are sent to all state media. 

	
	.

	December 3
	Deadline for each announced presidential candidate to submit a statement specifying steps the candidate will take to encourage full participation in the delegate selection process. (Individuals who announce their candidacy after this date must provide this full participation statement to the State Party not later than 30 days after their announcement.)

	2012

	January 4
	Presidential candidate petition forms are available from the Pennsylvania Department of State.

	January 9
	Presidential candidate deadline for filing a signed and notarized declaration of candidacy with the Secretary of the commonwealth and the State Party. 



	January 9
	Presidential candidate deadline for certifying the name(s) of their authorized representative(s) to the State Party.

	January 25
	District-level delegate and alternate deadline for filing the statement of candidacy and pledge of support forms with State Party.

	January 25
	State Party provides list of district-level delegate and alternate candidates to the respective Presidential candidates.

	January 25
	Presidential candidates provide list of approved district-level delegate and alternate candidates to State Party.

	January 27
	Presidential candidates Shall notify those not selected to be district-level delegate and alternate candidate.



	February 14

	Deadline for District Level Delegates and Alternates to file nomination petitions with the Secretary of State

	February 14
	Presidential candidate deadline for filing the petition of candidacy with the Secretary of State and a copy to the State Party.

	April 24
	Presidential preference primary.

	May 25
	Secretary of State certifies results of primary; pre-slated district-level delegates and alternates are allocated according to presidential preference. 

	May 28
	State Party certifies elected district-level delegates and alternates to the Secretary of the Democratic National Committee.

	June 6
	Pledged PLEO and at-large delegate or alternate candidate deadline for filing the statement of candidacy and pledge of support forms with State Party.

	June 7
	State Party provides list of PLEO and at-large delegate and alternate candidates to the respective Presidential candidates.

	June 8
	Presidential candidates provide approved list of pledged PLEO delegate candidates to State Party.

	June 9
	The Pennsylvania Democratic State Committee holds its convention and selects its pledged PLEO delegates at noon.  Following selection of PLEO delegates, the State Committee selects the at-large delegates and alternates. Presidential candidates submit lists of candidates for standing committee members to State Party by 12:30 pm.

	June 9
	National Convention delegation meeting follows the Pennsylvania Democratic State Committee meeting.  Delegates select National Convention standing committee members and delegation chair. State Chair names convention pages.

	June 19
	State Party certifies remainder of elected delegates and alternates (Unpledged, PLEOs, and at-large), along with standing committee members, delegation chair, and convention pages to the secretary of the DNC.

	June 19
	Automatic Unpledged Delegate presidential preference certification by the State Party to the Secretary of the DNC.




