
RESOLUTION #___004-2021____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA DEMOCRATIC STATE COMMITTEE 
SUPPORTING STATEHOOD FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and our Nation were founded on the belief that all 
people are endowed with certain inalienable rights and that to secure these rights, governments are 
instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; and 

WHEREAS the rights of over 700,000 residents of the District of Columbia (D.C.) are abridged when the 
U.S. Congress imposes its will on local matters and denies D.C. residents voting representation on 
federal issues in both houses of the U.S. Congress; 

WHEREAS the residents of D.C. pay more Federal taxes per capita than residents of any State in the 
country, yet do not have full and equal representation in Congress and self-government; 

WHEREAS there are no constitutional, historical, financial, or economic reasons why the over 700,000 
Americans who live in the D.C. should not be granted statehood; 

WHEREAS the D.C. has a larger population than two states, Wyoming and Vermont, and is close to the 
population of the seven States that have a population of under one million fully represented residents; 

WHEREAS the D.C. government has one of the strongest fiscal positions of any jurisdiction in the United 
States, with a $14.6 billion budget for fiscal year 2019 and a $2.8 billion general fund balance as of 
September 30, 2018; and  

WHEREAS statehood will ensure that residents of the D.C. enjoy full rights in state and local matters and 
voting representation in both houses of the U.S. Congress just like every other citizen of the United 
States of America, and is a matter of equity and justice; therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Pennsylvania Democratic Party supports statehood for the people of Washington, 
D.C. and urges Congress to grant the people of Washington, D.C. the full rights of American citizenship 
by passing the “Washington, D.C. (Douglass Commonwealth) Admission Act” (H.R. 51/S. 51), which 
would make the residential and commercial areas of the D.C. the 51st State while preserving a smaller 
federal district as the National’s Capital. 

 

Sponsored by: 

 

Hans van Mol, State Committee Member, Chester County 

Authored by: TJ DeLuca, President, Pennsylvania Young Democrats 

As Amended by a Friendly Amendment in the PADSC Rules Committee on 06/07/2021.  

 


